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Rights under International

Conventions," Mr. Pejman
Niroumand, a senior human rights
expert points out to the United
Nations Program of World Action for
the Disabled, in which equal rights
and privileges for disabled citizens
are emphasized. In another
Declaration in December 1991, the
UN General Assembly, recalling
several items from November 1989
Children's Rights Convention, has
passed a Resolution calling on
member states to provide for chil-
dren with motional or mental disabil-
ities, life style which would help
guaranteeing his or her dignity and
self-confidence. Mr. Niroumand
then criticizes certain aspects of the
Convention.

In a translation of the original title,
"Education Remains Elusive for
India's Disabled," the writer esti-
mates that some 22 million (two per
cent of India's total population) dis-
abled persons live in that country.
Ms. Leily Keshvadi has kindly trans-
lated for Tavanyab, the proceedings
of a seminar, which was held in New
Delhi, India last September to inves-
tigate problems and difficulties fac-
ing disabled persons in that country.
Surveys indicate that there are
unfortunate incidences of discrimi-
nation and prejudice against dis-
abled community in Indian schools
and universities. A total of 119 uni-
versities who cared to respond to

the questionnaires admitted that
they had registered only 1535 dis-
abled students.
against disabled persons is even

Discrimination

worse in Indian schools. Some 89
schools who responded to the
guestionnaires admitted that only
362 disabled students were regis-
tered in those schools. Realities are
very discouraging. The few stu-
dents, who had been able to contin-
ue with their education, were unable
to achieve their goals due to numer-
ous abstacles, and dependence on
others. The communiqué which
was issued at the conclusion of the
seminar criticized the government
for having failed to make necessary
changes in the public facilities so as
to make them more accessible for
disabled persons.

Most of our readers are already
familiar with the works of Miss
Taraneh Miladi, which has been
published in earlier issues of
Tavanyab. Recently, Miss Miladi
held her first independent exhibition
of water color paintings. She told our
reporter, during a recent interview,
about the skills she had mastered
while undergoing vocational train-
ings at Ra'ad. She also mentioned
that the ultimate opportunity for her
was to find her rightful occupational
and social position in the society.
She professes that she resorts to
painting to alleviate her physical
pain, and to reciting poems to over-

come her emotional distress. She
urges all Ra'ad applicants to make
best use of all facilities that the insti-
tution freely puts at their disposal to
promote their vocational and artful
skills. She also values employment
opportunities as means to achieve
creativity and to have independent
lives. It also helps disabled individu-
als to become active members of
the society. Accordingly, she urges
our esteemed readers as well as fel-
low Ra'ad graduates to inform
RRGC of available employment
opportunities they may come
across for the benefit of other Ra'ad
students.

In an effort to provide our
esteemed readers with some
amusement as well as to promote
their general knowledge, especial-
ly in relation to issues pertaining to
disability and rehabilitation, such
as physiotherapy, occupational
therapy, etc., we will offer, from this
issue of Tavanyab onward, spe-
cialized crossword puzzles. This
issue's puzzle is prepared by Mr.
Ehsan Navipour, an expert in mak-
ing rehabilitation equipment.

This issue of our quarterly is con-
cluded by a poem by our appli-
cant-poet Miss Manijeh Rezaie,
entitlted "Night Sky". The poem
starts with "Let's join hands and
build a bridge in the night sky for
those who may cross it tomor-
row...".
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Third of December has been
declared by the United Nations as
the International Day of Disabled
Persons. As with past practice, the
occasion was celebrated by RA'AD
with a good number of honored
guests attending, which filled the
Recreation Hall to near capacity.

The ceremony started with an
annual performance report by the
Chief of the Executive Board, Mr.
Mahmoudi, which was followed by
the message of Mr. Kofi Annan, UN
Secretary General, on the occasion.
Secretary General's message was
in his behalf, by Mr.
Moghaddam, Deputy Director of the

read

United Nation Information Centre in
Tehran. The message emphasized
that we now need to make, as our
number one goal, disabled persons
full and equal participants in social
life and development.

Agroup of young Iranian musicians
entertained the audience by playing
several pieces with a traditional
Iranian musical instrument called

J""

/ 0%

s )
< 4 -

"Daf". Afterwards, a number of
Ra'ad supporters were awarded
Appreciation Certificates and a
selected number of applicants
received prizes for their exceptional
achievements. The ceremony was
concluded after presentation of a
report by the representative of
Ra'ad Youth
Association.

Benevolent

"Medical Engineering: A Science for
Tomorrow," is the title of an interview
with Drs. Fariba Owrang, Professor
of Medical Engineering at Amir
Kabir (Polytechnic) and Islamic
Azad Universities. She elaborates
on the important role medical engi-
neering plays in helping physical-
disabled

Professor Owrang is currently work-

motional persons.
ing with a number of her assistance
on a project to develop a kind of arti-
ficial bone using special polymers.
Clinical work is already concluded
on the project while tests to be con-
ducted on animal data are yet to be
performed. The success of this proj-
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ect will certainly result in a drastic
development in artificial limb mak-
ing. The professor's another major
project is development of certain
micro-capsules to be implanted
inside human body to release suffi-
cient doses of medicines inside the
body as needed.

Aromatherapy is a new treatment
which uses steam from basic ails.
This is the message from the trans-
lation of an original title,
"Aromatherapy for Emotional Well-
Being". The new approach can play
a positive role in having a better and
happier life. These oails are highly
vaporous, and can cause certain
chemical reactions to brain, which
can result in anxiety. The oils can be
administered in several ways,
including deep breathing, incense
inhalation, vaporizers, bathing and
massage. Care must be taken in
using basic oils as they can bring
about severe adverse reaction.

In a compilation under the title of "A
Review of Disabled Children's
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Analysis and Modification of
the physico-chemical properties
at an atomic and molecular
scale of polyurethanes for car-
diovascular uses in order to
improve their blood compatibil-

ity.
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