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ments for passage of disable peo-
ple, they can, by the use of the inter-
net, shop their needs (once elec-
tronic commerce is promoted) or
offer their services from home.
Also, given the increasing number
of services offered by public offices
like Social Security Organization,
medical offices and the like, dis-
abled people can enjoy these serv-
ices without having to leave home.
A quarter of century ago, on 21st of
September 1980, the South of
our country, the province of
Khuzistan, was invaded

by the neighboring Iraq.

The port city of
Khorramshahr and its

suffered
Behzad
Zarrinpour, himself a
resident of that city,
has contributed to our
At and
Section, a poem depicting

people

most. Mr.

AY bl Jl/ Qb o) s 4slilad

Literature

those tragic times, which is
tiled Khorramshahr va Tabouthaye
Be Dar-o-Paykar, (Khorramshahr
and Broken Cascades). This
Section also covers a short story
entitled "Fathers Eyes". The story
concems a young boy who loved
soccer but because of his light fig-
ure, nobody, except his father, took
him seriously. The father used to
accompany him to all contests and
1o encourage him even if he was

only sitting on the bench.

Eventually, once the Coach admit-
ted him to a game, he made a pass

which resulted in the team's win-
ning goal. He revealed the fact that
his father, who had then passed
away, was a blind person through-
out his life.

We have chosen two of the many
letters we receive regularly. The
first, for which we have chosen the
title of "the House of Heart," is writ-
ten by Mr. Khalil Hajinejad, a mem-
ber of Ra'ad's National Abilympic
Team who is from the City of
Miandoab, N.W. of Iran, and partic-
ipated in New Delhi's Abilympic
Contests last November. In his let-
ter, Mr. Hajinejad elaborates on
how he participated in the selection
tesis at Ra'ad, later to be chosen as
a team member.

The second letter is written by Ms.
Zohreh Tamizi from Ghoochan,
Iran who came to know Raad
when she participated in selection
contests for the Abylimpic Team.
Although she did not make it as a
team member, she considers her
few days stay at Ra'ad during the
contests as her best days in life.
During Ra'ad's Nowrouz (the
Persian New Year), reunion, Dr.
Hamid Soltani, a charitable dentist,
undertook to pay half of the cost of
a three-day sight seeing trip to the
north of the country for Ra'ad stu-
dents and graduates while the
other half was paid by the institution

itself. Thirty disabled applicants,
who were chosen at random, took
partin the trip. Eight members of the
tour have contributed their cher-
ished memories of this trip to
Tavanyab, a summarized selection
of which appears in this issue.

In the last (thirteenth) issue of
Tavanyab, we read the first part of
Fahimeh
Mehmandoust who, as a member,

the dairy of Ms.

accompanied Ra'ad's National
Abilympic Team to New Delhi com-
petitions last November. The sec-
ond and concluding part of her dairy
appears in this issue. In this part,
Ms. Mehmandoust writes about the
contests' major events, including
the inaugural ceremonies with the
attendance of the Indian Prime
Minister, the excitement of partici-
pating contestants before the start
of competitions, lack of knowledge
by the Iranian feam members of the
rules of the games, etc. She also
admires Indian peoples' calmness
and contentment, Taj Mahal build-
ing and other sightseeing atirac-
tions, and the Indian Presidents
dinner in honor of participating
teams during which, a member of
Ra'ad team, Mr. Shariati, who lacks
amms, wrote a Persian poem using
his toes. The Indian President start-
ed his speech by reciting that poem.
This issue concludes with certain
news items of interest fo the dis-
abled community.

@



English Abstracts

The editorial in this issue of

Tavanyab commemorates the first
anniversary of Bam (Province of
Kerman) earthquake. The manag-
ing editor expresses the wish that
officials provide facilities for private
individuals and NGO's who are able
and willing to provide services espe-
cially to the disabled victims rather
than getting involved in making fan-
fares, cost appearances and mak-
ing unrealistic promises for distant
future. He also informs readers of
the establishment of a new branch
of Ra'ad in the province of Kerman.
He concludes by informing readers
and the disabled community of the
happy news of offering, in collabo-
ration with the newly established
Comprehensive Scientific & Applied
University, higher education applied
dollege level courses as the first
step in

Qualitative
Expansion Project.

materializing Ra'ad's
and  Quaiitative

Gainful employment (or self-
employment) is the dream of the
youth, especially disabled ones. In
this issue of Tavanyab, we have
interviewed Ms. Mahyar
Mohammad Khani, who became
disabled at the age of two. Despite
her disability, however, she has

managed 1o keep active presence,

like a healthy person, in the aca-
demic environment and the society
at large. After graduating from high
school, she came to know Ra'ad
where she received certain voca-
tional training, especially in the field
of computer. She was hired at a
publishing house afterwards. Later,
upon consuliing Ra'ad professional
experts, she decided to establish
her own publishing house. To do so,
she needed official permit from the
Ministry of Guidance. She con-
vinced the authorities that she was
indeed qualified and was granted
the relevant license. She now owns
Raah-e Mandegar (the sustained
path) Publishing Co., where she
has four permanent staff as well as
ten visitors on her payroll.

Ms. Malahat A. Fahimi, Ra'ad's sen-
ior occupational therapist and the
head of that department, has con-
tributed an article entitled "Skin Care
with
Disortiers". She recommends cer-

for Patients Sensory

tain measures to prevent pressing

“wounds and bed sore for patients

confined 1o bed who require lengthy
treatment as well as for disabled
persons, especially those with
spinal cord injuries. She also
makes certain useful recommenda-

tions for physicians, social workers

and nurses engaged in caring for
such patients.

Epilepsy is one of the oldest dis-
eases known to man. An article
dealing with this issue, part of a
Masters Thesis by one of Ra'ad's
senior staff, Mr. Mohammadi,
defines epilepsy as the burst of
energy from a number of
nerves from brain cells.
Two types of epilepsy

are elaborated in the
arlicle.

Qur third article in this

issue is the translat-

ed version of an arti-

cle on Muliple
Sclerosis (MS). This
disease surfaces usu-

ainte IR LaTialRhaain by~ (BHLY

ally between the ages of

2010 40. The primary indi-

cations of the MS start with

one or a number of disorders,
including numbness and Dystaxia,
paralysis and visual impairment.
Some two-thirds of MS patients can
continue enjoy walking, albeit with
some walking aids.

Another interesting article deals with
how the intemet has changed the
life of the disabled. Given the diffi-
culies disabled individuals suffer
from for walking in crowded cities
like Tehran, which lack proper pave-
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