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try's Disabled Ladies Shooting Team.

3. The formation of new painting and
designing classes is announced in this
issue. The two classes are formed to admit
those newly arrived applicants who may not
yet be determined which vocational training
field to undergo.

4. The last report concerns holding of the
First Congress on Spinal Cord Damages in
the Welfare and Rehabilitation University.
Some forty-four papers were presented,
two of which are application oriented and
are therefore included in the issue of
Tavanyab Quarterly for interested readers.

C. Scholarly Articles and Translations
This combined issue covers a number of
articles and translations as follows:

1. The second and the final section of Dr.
Ghassem Salehkou's article entitled
Evaluation of the Role of the Non-
Governmental Social Welfare Regimes in
Reduction of Poverty: The Case of RRGC
appears in this combined issue. In this sec-
tion of the article, a summary of the variety
of services provided, free of charge, by
RRGC including rehabilitation, vocational
training and auxiliary services is provided
for interested readers. The author also
explains the inside activities of volunteer
groups, including the Ra'ad Charitable
Ladies Association and The Ra'ad Youth
Benevolent Association as well as the over-
seas branch, Friends of Ra'ad in the State
of Virginia in the U. S. He concludes the
study with explaining how the institution
attracts financial and other assistance from
Ra'ad supporters and how donations are
- used in provision of more and better quality
services.

2. Also, the second (and final) section of the
Farsi Translation, by Mr. Ali M. Ebadi, of the
original essay by Ms. Ann Allen written in
1994 entitled Disability and Poverty in
Industrial and Developing Countries. Based
on data cited from some governmental and

by g5

international agencies, the author by evalu-
ating some additional factors, including
geographical location, marital status as well
as living arrangements, education, etc.,
concludes that poverty and disability are
strongly correlated. Another article, entitled
the Effects of Sports on Compatibility of
Disabled War Veterans, is a research con-
ducted by Messrs. Ali Delavar, Baharam
Saleh and Fariborz Dortaj on 100 Iranian
disabled war veterans. The study con-
cludes that sports do indeed have a clear
positive effect on disabled war veterans in
their dealing with psychological and social
problems facing them after disability.

3. Another article, a translation by Ms.
Sonia Arzominiance of the original title,
Marlo's Pediatric Nursing written in 1976
discusses The needs of children with dis-
abled brothers or sisters. The essay, by
evaluating healthy children's personal and
social reactions to their disabled sisters or
brothers, suggests approaches to help
these children cope with the bitter reality.
4. Another article by Mr. Nourizadeh, mem-
ber of the faculty of Iran Medical University,
the Physiotherapy Group, entitled "MS:
Angry and Non Stop". While enlisting sev-
eral symptoms of MS disease, Mr.
Nourizadeh suggests how these patients
can be helped in the family and in the soci-
ety. ;

5. The last article is a selection from Dr.
Gholamreza Ghassemi Kebria's speech
given on the occasion of The International
Day of the Disabled People ceremonies
held on December 3rd at RRGC
Headquarters, entitled "Ability in Disability".
Citing verses from the Holy Quran and
Islamic discourse, Dr. Kebria argues that,
based on the factors according to which
one can be considered able or disable,
physically disabled people with healthy
mind and thought can be more helpful to
their society than those physically healthy
people with sick mind and thought.



English abstract of the content of
this Combined Issue of Tavanyab

Fall and Winter, 2001-2

A. News and Developments

1. The highlight of the events in Ra'ad
Rehabilitation Goodwill Complex (RRGC)
was the celebration of The International
Day for Disabled Persons on 3 December
2001.

2. Dr. Tarzi, Director of United Nations
Information Centre in Tehran, joined other
guests representing some other NGO's,
RRGC graduates as well as members of
both RRGC volunteer groups, the Ra'ad
Charitable Ladies Association and the
Ra'ad Youth Benevolent Association.
Deputy Managing Director, Mr. Madani, in a
welcome address gave the audience a
summary presentation of RRGC achieve-
ments, undergoing activities and future
plans. His address was followed by UN
Secretary General Kofi Annan's message
on the occasion, which was read by Dr.
Tarzi. The ceremony included variety of
entertainment programs and concluded by
presentation of awards to those disabled
applicants who had made scholarly and
artistic achievements during the past year.
3. Tavanyab's reporter provides readers
with the traditional week long charity
bazaar which was held at the campus with
the support of both RRGC volunteer
- groups. The proceeds is, as in the past,
donated to Ra'ad in support of its humani-
tarian mission.

4. Another good news for friends of Ra'ad is
the opening of RRGC branch in South-

5. West of Tehran. Some 40 applicants
have registered and are benefiting from
free of charge vocational training in the
newly established branch.

6. Tavanyaban-e Yazd, a sister institution
which commenced operation in 1995,
reports that some 400 local applicants have
benefited from free of charge vocational
training, 90 per cent of whom have suc-
cessfully completed training programs and
received official certificates. Of this total,
the number of graduates who have become
gainfully employed in the job market
exceeds 60 per cent.

7. The final news item concerns RRGC's
swimming team who have championed the
swimming contests on the occasion of
Dahe-ye Fajr (Ten Days of the Dawn, mark-
ing the celebration of the anniversary of the
revolution).

B. Interviews and Reports

1. We have conducted an interview with the
first RRGC managing Director, Mr.
Mahmoud Ameri. He tells us how the insti-
tution, which initially commenced operation
in 1984 with 6 disabled applicants housed
in a modest room in a low-income suburb of
the city of Tehran is now able to register
some 400 applicants for each term.

2. Another interview is conducted with Ms.
Belgeis Kholough, a disabled person who
has recently been elected a member of the
board of directors and Director of the
Coordinating Council of Non-Governmental
Organizations in Iran. Her body is half par-
alyzed due to a miscarried surgery at the
age of 14. She is indeed an exemplary per-
son in her achievements. She has eamed
M.A. Degree in History, is a researcher at
Mouzeh-ye Iran Bastan (lran Bastan
Museum) and holds first place in the coun-
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