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scribes only "minimum dosage of medi-
cines".

The story of Siamese twins, Laleh and
Ladan, who were born in 1973 with their
heads stuck together, recently caught world-
wide attention,particularly in the medical
circles. They struggled with their difficult
physical condition for thirty years, yet never
gave up hope. They continued higher educa-
tion, participated actively in social activities
and hoped for the day that medical science
would find a solution so as to end their pre-
dicament. Physicians, however, remained
doubtful as to whether to initiate any surgery.
The twin sisters eventually decided that their
plight was no longer tolerable and even at
great risk, they wanted physical separation.
The medical team at Ruffles Hospital in
Singapore volunteered and other physicians
from across the world joined them. The op-
eration, however, was not successful and the
twins died. Although the story had a bitter
ending, the twin sisters did great service to
the specialized brain and neurology field of
medical profession.

The disabled community has in recent years
been very active in the field of sports. Some
600 disabled sportsmen recently took part in
a series of competitions called Kowsar Me-
morial, reference to the auspicious occasion
of the birth of the daughter of Prophet
- Muhammad (PBUH). The Sports Section also
carries happy news concerning our national
disabled team which participated in the Eu-
ropean free—style weight-lifting competitions
and won championship. Our weight lifters
came home with five gold and four silver
medals.

In another sports article titled "With Dis-

abled Sports Persons," we have an interview
with Mr. Rahman Jahani, disabled cyclist
champion (Class LC1). He recalls how he lost
his left arm in an automobile accident, how
he could overcome with his disability, how
he became a cyclist, while, professionally
speaking, mastering the art of internal deco-
ration and plaster carving and, more inter-
estingly, he learned how to play windpipe
with his one arm and legs. He insists that all
his successes have been the result of his hard
work and steadfastness. He talks about his
grand transnational ambition of pedaling to
the 2004 Athen's Paralympic Games with the
with the slogan of "National Power, Peace &
International Friendship".

The section on "Arts and Literature" starts
with a poem by Parvndokht Khatibi who ex-
presses her feelings of an armless painter who
paints. The Section also carries a story by Miss
Taraneh Miladi entitled "Aspiration". The
character of the story is a lady who is con-
fined to wheel chair after injuries sustained
in an auto accident, yet obstinately tries to
make it in education. She encounters a stub-
born young man as her competitor. They both
try to take lead over each other. They end up
a happily married couple.

In the "Variety Section", we present the
biography of an eternal disabled writer, the
Spanish Cervantes, creator of the satirical ro-
mance, Don Quixote. He lost his left arm in a
fight but he managed to overcome all chal-
lenges during his life and created such a Mas-
terpiece.

This issue of Tavanyab concludes, as
part of the series on different nations' idi-
oms and words of wisdom, a selection
from France.
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each received a piece of handicraft which was
made by RRGC applicants as a gift and a let-
ter of commendation for their hard effort. Sec-
ond, a ceremony was held at Ra'ad headquar-
ters on the auspicious occasion of the birth of
Hadrat Fatima, the celebrated daughter of
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), the day which
is designated as the "Women's Day" in Iran.
The performance by a chorus comprising deaf
singers was the highlight of the event. A group
of volunteer ladies who had done exemplary
service to support Ra'ad activities during the
year were honored by receiving gifts and let-
ters of commendation.

Third, Ra'ad in an annual international car-
pet exhibition in Tehran as part of its public
relations and fund raising activities as well as
efforts in exhibiting its achievements. While
many visitors were attracted by the exhibi-
tion of small tapestries admirably woven by
RRGC applicants, and pledged their support
for the institution's activities and goals, there
were also those who were generally skeptical
about present state of charities and their ac-
tivities in the society. To the extent that they
discussed their misgivings with exhibition
personnel, detail information and RRGC
policy concerning transparency of all its ac-
tivities, especially financial transparency, and
the accountability of its officials and manage-
ment were emphasized. A standing invitation
was extended to all visitors to personally visit
the sight and make themselves familiar with
details of Ra'ad activities at close range.

Miss Sedigheh Joughehdoust is our guest
interviewee for this issue of Tavanyab.
Sedigheh who sustained injury to her spinal
cord a few years ago, and has accordingly
confined to wheelchair gives an expose of her
life before and after disability and takes pride

in how she has come to terms with reality of
her life. In addition to her graduation for her
B.S. degree in material engineering, she has
also been accepted in the entrance exam for
her Masters Degree in the Bio-Material field.
Interestingly enough, in addition to hard ef-
fort and success in continuing higher educa-
tion, she has also undergone training in the
filed of computer at RRGC and has won first
place in the field of English Desktop Publish-
ing, which has qualified her as a member of
the National team to participate in New Delhi
Abilympic competitions. She calls on the au-
thorities to provide easy access to public fa-
cilities for disabled individuals and equal op-
portunities for them to compete in the national
job market.

We start out our Article Section by one
authored by Mr. Mohammadi who is in charge
of Ra'ad's Training Department and is entitled
"Getting Familiar with Rehabilitation”. Shed-
ding some light on how rehabilitation started
as a practice and evolved into a profession,
Mr. Mohammadi, himself a professional re-
habilitation expert, expounds on how reha-
bilitation can empower disabled individuals
so as they can resume productive activities in
the society. He concludes by arguing that re-
habilitation can best be effective if supple-
mented by medical, educational, psychologi-
cal and social treatments.

Homeopathy is a new approach in medi-
cal treatment which is yet to gain wide ac-
ceptance in the medical field. An academic
controversy on this type of treatment is, how-
ever, widespread and quite serious. Two
medical students have conducted some re-
search on Homeopathy and conclude by stat-
ing that Homeopathy 1s a clinical treatment
which utilizes "law of similarities" and pre-
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R'aad Rehabilitation Goodwill Complex is
extremely busy nowadays in preparations for
the dispatch of a selected national team of dis-
abled persons from across the country to par-
ticipate in the International Abilympic Con-
tests. The competitions, to be held in New
Delhi, India in November 2003, is the sixth
of its kind at the international level, which
offers task assignments to disabled contestants
in designated vocational fields. Members of
the Iranian team comprise of those individu-
als who have achieved highest marks in re-
cent two consecutive tests for the selection of
team members. The event is considered im-
portant enough for the managing editor to de-
vote Tavanyab's editorial to elaborate on this
what he terms "daring initiative" which is
normally undertaken, or heavil y supported by

governments. The writer complains about lack
of enthusiasm in financial support on the part
of private individuals and business concerns
which, according to available indications, is
to be blamed on the sorry performance and
corrupt practices of certain establishments un-
der the guise of charities. He therefore calls
for enhanced surveillance on the part of au-
thorities over these institutions so as to re-
gain and promote public confidence in them
and in charitable acts.

RRGC's participations in social events are
summarized in three reports. First, honoring
the first three winners of Abilympic team se-
lection contests in each of the 12 vocational
fields Ra'ad expects to participate in New
Delhi competitions (see above). The winners
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