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contrary to what was thought she
only suffered some physical limita-
tions. Subsequently, Lida was regis-
tered at a rug-weaving class and, in
addition to learning rug-weaving, she
also started learning how to read and
write with the help of private volun-
teer tutors. She personally read her
short prepared message to the audi-
ence and exhibited her small hand-
woven rug. The audience, shedding
joyful tears, applauded and a well-
known charitable local rug dealer,
Mr. Ebrahim Hosseinjani, donated
Irls. 50,000,000 in exchange for the
little rug Lida had woven.

In the series familiarizing our read-
ers with charity NGO's we have in
this issue interviewed Dr. M. R.
Taherian, Director of the Iranian Den-
tists Cooperative. IDC's organization
also includes a Committee consisting
of volunteer dentists who render den-
tal care services to the poor free of
charge. Free dental care services are
provided through several permanent
sites in some orphanages throughout
the city in addition to a mobile unit
which is presently stationed at Ra'ad
for the benefit of RRGC applicants.

The present Issue also covers a
report on the United Nations Day
which was commemorated jointly by
the Iranian Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs and the UN Agencies and Pro-
grams accredited to the Islamic re-
public of Iran. A ceremony was held
at Mellal (nations) Cultural Center
at Qeytarieh Park, North of Tehran
on October 23, 2003, which was also
attended by RRGC representative.
Secretary General's UN Day mes-
sage was delivered in his behalf by
Mr. Franc Lyons, the Resident co-
ordinator, followed by a speech by
Mr. Zamanian, Director General for
[nternational Political Affairs. A re-
ception concluded the event.

This Issue also carries an inter-
view with Miss Neda B. Keshavarz
on her success story as a physically

disabled mining engineer. She is a
hard-working smart girl who has
lived his teens in good health in
Bandar Abbas on the Persian Gull.
She applies for a degree in Mining
engineering after graduation from
high school. A sign of "Myopathy"
appears on her only six months after
her entering university. Despite dis-
couragements from some of her
teachers she, while confined to
wheelchair, insists on, and succeeds
in earning her B. S. Degree.

Miss P. Khatibi has translated an
article on a new medical treatment
method called " Acupuncture,” which
is considered an alternative to the tra-
ditional treatment by chemical drugs.
The new treatment is based on the
natural phenomena of relieving pain
by exerting pressure on the aching
location.

Another translation article by Mr.
Amir Divani concerns the importance
of Zinc in body health and postponing
aging. Shortage of Zine, which is
prevalent in animal-based foods like
red meat, fish, shrimp and liver, can
cause skin disorder, damage liver and
spleen and weaken one's immune
system. The Variety Section includes
a report by RRGC Occupational
Therapist, Miss Malahat A. Fahimi
who has just delivered a paper to the
recently held Third Asian Occupa-
tional Therapy Congress in Singapore.
While reporting on the proceedings of
the congress, she also writes on
Singaporeans cultural aspects. Seven
Iranian OT's actively participated in
the Congress and their presentations
caught the attention of participants.
Miss Fahimi's paper entitled "The
Effect of Occupational Therapy on
the Daily Activities of Patients Who
Have Suffered Brain Apoplexy".

A translation article from the UN
publication, Volunteer, is presented in
this Issue under the title of "How
NGO's can Benefit by the Internet".
The Internet can benefit NGO's. es-

@}

pecially those who collect data as part
of their activity.

Mr. Mojtaba Kashani once again
teaches us self-confidence and how
to use our enormous potentials by one
of his poems entitled, "Believe in
You". Another poem by our physically
disabled poet, Miss Tarneh Miladi,
entitled, "Me and My Companion”
asserts that "sorrow" is part of one's
being, without which happiness never
finds a meaning. The last poem by
one of RRGC applicants, Mr. Masoud
Davoudi is entitled, "Repeat Flight".
The poem is about poet's own life
story, which starts with a healthy and
active childhood but changes to an
isolated life with physical limitations.
He eventually learns from Ra'ad how
to stand up and rely on himself.

The last Section concerns News
Briefs. The encouraging news is the
Bill on Defending the Rights of Dis-
abled Persons has passed the Health
Committee of the Islamic Consulta-
tive Assembly. According to the Bill,
a quota of 3 per cent of all hiring by
governmental establishments must
be allocated to disabled persons who
will be recommended by the Welfare
Organization. Furthermore, disabled
persons enjoy a tax exemption
equivalent of 30 to 50 per cent. In
addition, the Banking System should,
from its non-interest bearing re-
sources, extend loans to physically
disabled and paralyzed persons to
purchase suitable vehicles.

The last news item concern the
discovery by some Indian research-
ers who, by installing a small machine
which produces a magnetic filed on
dogs suffering from spinal cord dam-
age stimulated their nerve cells lead-
ing to their growing again. In light of
similarities of nervous systems in
dogs and human beings, the re-
searchers are very hopelul that they
can use the same treatment on dis-
abled individuals suffering from spi-
nal cord damages.
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This Eleventh Issue of Tavanyab
is published at a time that the na-
tional team selected by Ra'ad Reha-
bilitation Goodwill Complex (RRGC)
has successfully attended the 6th
International Abilympic (Olympic
Competition in Vocational Skills of
Persons with Disability) competi-
tions, which was held on November
23-29,2003 in New Delhi, India. We
had made references to RRGC's
accession to the International
Abilympic Federation (IAF), the pro-
cess of selection of team members,
contestants undergoing training in
their specialized vocational fields, and
endless efforts of a select commit-
tee to mobilize resources, financial
and otherwise, to support sending the
team to the Competitions as an in-
dependent project.

In the present Issue, we have
made good on the promises made
earlier to publish a financial report
on the Abilympic Project. We have

i T“#\dema‘jj}ﬁlﬁ J‘r‘:_)Le ,JL.M ,‘IL.__lLl &1)3 Aaliliad
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also devoted this Issue's editorial to
the subject. Some of the contestants
also give their own account of the
New Delhi event separately in this
Issue, while we hope to be able to
present the views of other team
members and companions in future
issues of Tavanyab. Our beloved
readers and others interested in the
cause of helping the disabled com-
munity are urged to help RRGC to
start preparations for participation in
the next (the 7th) round of Abilympic
Competitions to be held in Shizuoka,
Japan in 2007.

The Special Report in this Issue
concerns celebration of the Interna-
tional Day of Disabled Persons
(Dec. 3rd) at RRGC. The celebra-
tion this year was of special signifi-
cance as it also hosted members of
Ra'ad's Abilympic team who had
just returned from New Delhi Com-
petitions with notable achievements,
including a silver medal for photog-

raphy. The ceremony started, as in
the past, with UN Secretary
General's message which was de-
livered by the Director of the UN
Information Centre in Tehran in his
behalf. A member of RRGC Execu-
tive Board reported on Ra'ad's re-
cent developments, including ra'ad's
participation in New Delhi Abilympic
Competitions. Following that, repre-
sentatives of RRGC's two volunteer
groups, the Ladies and the Youth,
reported on their respective groups'
last year activities.

Amessage prepared and deliv-
ered by one of RRGC rug weaving
students, Miss Lida Sharati Tehrani,
which tremendously impressed the
audience, was perhaps the highlight
of the event. Lida's parents thought,
until two years ago, that she was a
retarded child, before they acciden-
tally brought her to Ra'ad. Rehabili-
tation experts and Occupational
Therapist at RRGC discovered that
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